Th e aim of the seminar was to explore museums' potential to be platforms for documenting, representing, and communicating sociocultural change in the context of Ladakh. Th e seminar endeavored to encourage fellow museologists, museum professionals, and other scholars of culture and heritage studies to discuss, share, and advise on the possible forms of a museum for Ladakh. Th e intent was that the seminar would help initiate the process of planning a museum for Ladakh in a manner appropriate to the people and region.
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Th e seminar was attended by international scholars, museum experts, and academicians from other parts of India and by local Ladakhi scholars. It was very encouraging for the organizers and participants to have received messages from the president of the International Council of Museums (ICOM) and from UNESCO. Julien Anfruns, director general of ICOM, told the seminar, "I salute this initiative by our Indian colleagues to refl ect upon the role that museums can fulfi l within communities. " Francesco Bandarin, assistant director general for culture at UNESCO, provided the following message, to be read at the inauguration: "From the outset, allow me to congratulate the department of Museology of the National Museum Institute (NMI) and the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council for placing emphasis on community participation and the potential of museums to serve as platforms for socio-cultural change."
Paper presentations in the seminar were on various aspects of development of a museum, such as conceptualization, building of collections, documentation, communication, community participation, and intangible cultural heritage. Ladakhi scholars spoke about the cultural history of Ladakh; the cultural similarities between Central Asia and Ladakh; the memories and knowledge outside the monasteries; the Islamic and Buddhist heritage of Ladakh; the traditions of Ladakhi people; the need to preserve the intangible heritage of Ladakh; and much more. International speakers and scholars from other parts of India deliberated on theoretical and methodological issues, such as: why visit museums?; will the museum be an active or a passive space?; who are the audiences going to be?; documentation of cultural heritage; Ladakh as a cultural and living museum; the process of conservation and reconstruction; the importance of keeping alive the link between the object and its context; the need for keeping the visitors at the heart of the museum; making the community the stakeholder; cultural mapping; and so on. 
